ARLINGTON FFA

MEAT GOAT QUICK GUIDE
TO FEED, EXERCISE, HEALTH, SHOWS, CONTACT INFO
FEEDING
1. Feed a complete feed of 16-18% protein

Examples of complete rations:


a.  Acco-Express – a good grower; can be used to increase fat


b.  Acco-Developer – a good maintenance ration


c.  Surefed-Intimidator – an excellent muscle builder


d.  Moormans-Goat Grits – an excellent feed with palatability of the feed

                                            (makes the feed tastes better)

2. Supplements – expensive to feed, but can have benefits

Examples of supplements:


Oxy-gen – increases muscle tone and leanness


Showbloom – maintains leanness

3. Placement of Feed Troughs – show goats should be fed on an incline to increase muscle in the legs.  Feeders need to be above the animals head and a step built for them to stand on with the front legs.

4. Weight gain – show goats should gain between ¼ to ½ lb. per day.  This gain should be obtained by feeding 3-4 lbs. of feed per day.  You can adjust this to meet the needs of your goat.  
5. Hay – give a handful of alfalfa each day
6. Goats will gain weight more efficiently if they are feed once in the morning and once in the evening.  For example:  feed 2 lbs. in the morning and the other 2 lbs. in the evening. 
EXERCISE
1. Meat goats are athletes and need to be exercised like one.

2. Methods of exercising

a.  Leading or walking at a fast pace 
b.  Treadmills

c.  Chasing in a track or exercise pen
d.  Provide play toys in pen (large wooden spool, etc.)
HEALTH
1. Ringworm – a fungal disease that spreads easily from animal to animal.  Always treat goats after arriving back from a show for ringworm.  A good treatment is chlorox and water.  Mix a mild solution and spray on the goats once you have returned back to your pen.  Be careful not to make the solution to strong because it could cause a skin irritation.

2. Kidney Stones (urinary calculi) – make sure that when your goat urinates that a smooth steady stream is emitted.  If your goat is straining or struggling to urinate, call us immediately or call the vet.  To help prevent urinary calculi, buy a feed that has ammonium chloride in it and give a handful of alfalfa each day.  Provide plenty of fresh, clean water.
SHOWS
1. You will receive a complete detailed schedule of events for each livestock show you are participating in.  It is important that this information be given to parents once you receive it.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Anytime you have questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Polster at home at 817-446-0677, Mr. P’s cell phone 817-648-1041 or email wpolster@aisd.net .
